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A  MESSAGE  TO  STUDENTS  AND  PARENTS 

Financial  aid  for  higher  education  is  available  at  many  Montana  univer- 
sities, colleges  and  vocational  schools.  Students  from  most  income  back- 
grounds are  eligible  for  aid  of  some  kind.  Obtaining  financial  aid  to  help  pay 
the  costs  of  attending  the  school  of  your  choice  can  be  a  complex  process. 
Applying  for  aid  requires  filling  out  forms,  meeting  deadlines  and  providing 
personal  financial  information.  However,  the  time  and  effort  involved  is 
necessary  to  determine  each  student's  eligiblity  for  aid.  Here  are  a  few 
helpful  suggestions: 

•  Take  time  now  to  go  through  this  handbook. 

•  Keep  copies  of  your  income  tax  forms,  the  financial  aid  forms  you 
send  in,  and  all  correspondence  with  your  Financial  Aid  Office. 

•  Use  the  checklist  on  the  back  cover.  It  is  provided  to  help  you 
successfully  complete  the  application  process. 

Best  wishes  for  your  academic  future, 

The  Montana  Association  of  Student  Financial  Aid  Administrators 

May  1981 


This  handbook  was  produced  and  distributed  by  the  Montana  Association  of  Student  Financial  Aid  Administrators,  and  Montana  Learning 
Services,  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education,  Helena.  MT. 


INTRODUCTION 

This  handbook  is  designed  to 
answer  questions  students  and 
parents  have  concerning  educa- 
tional costs  at  Montana  uni- 
versities, colleges  and  vocational 
schools,  and  how  to  apply  for 
financial  assistance  to  offset  those 
costs. 

While  parents  and  students  are 
expected  to  make  a  maximum  effort 
to  meet  the  cost  of  education, 
financial  aid  is  available  to  fill  the 
gap  between  family  resources  and 
academic  expenses. 

Students  applying  for  financial 
assistance  will  be  awarded  aid 
according  to  their  eligibility  for  the 
various  programs  and  their 
evaluated  need.  Evaluated  need 
equals  the  difference  between 
educational  cost  and  the  determined 
family  contribution.  The  financial 
aid  award  is  generally  a  combina- 
tion of  scholarship,  grant,  loan  and 
employment  depending  upon  level 
of  evaluated  need. 

Students  are  encouraged  to 
consult  their  high  school  counselor 
or  the  Director  of  Financial  Aid  at 
the  institution  they  plan  to  attend 
for  any  additional  financial  aid 
information.  A  list  of  the  financial 
aid  directors,  their  phone  numbers, 
addresses  and  the  type  of  appli- 
cation form  used  at  each  institution 
is  provided  in  the  back  of  this 
handbook. 


Pursuant  to  Title  VI  and  VII  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Art  of  1964,  Title  IX  of  the  Educa- 
tion Amendments  of  1972,  Section  504  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  Executive  Order 
11246  as  amended,  the  Viet  Nam  Veteran's 
Readjustment  Act  of  1966,  and  the  Montana 
State  Human  Rights  Act,  Montana  institu- 
tions of  higher  education  using  this  handbook 
do  not  discriminate  in  admission,  or  the 
provision  of  student  services,  nor  in  employ- 
ment policies,  on  the  basis  of  race,  sex, 
status,  or  physical  or  mental  handicap. 
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ELIGIBILITY 


Since  eligibility  requirements 
may  vary  from  program  to  program, 
students  are  encouraged  to 
carefully  review  those  requirements 
in  the  section  of  this  handbook 
describing  the  types  of  aid 
available.  Specific  criteria  that 
apply  to  all  federal  financial  aid 
programs  administered  by  Montana 
universities,  colleges  and  vocational 
schools  state  that  students: 

•  must  be  American  citizens, 
nationals  or  permanent 
residents. 

•  must  be  able  to  demonstrate 
financial  need  according  to  a 
recognized  system  of  needs 
analysis. 

•  must  be  regularly  enrolled  and 
maintain  satisfactory  progress  in 
their  course  of  study,  according 
to  the  standards  of  the  institu- 
tion attended. 

•  must  not  be  in  default  on  any 
loan  made  from  a  student  loan 
fund  at  the  institution,  or  a  loan 
made,  insured  or  guaranteed 
under  the  federal  Guaranteed 
Student  Loan  Program. 

•  must  not  owe  a  refund  on 
grants  previously  received  for 
attending  the  institution  under 
the  Basic  Educational  Oppor- 
tunity Grant  Program,  the 
Supplemental  Educational 
Opportunity  Grant  Program,  or 
the  State  Student  Incentive 
Grant  Program. 

•  must  have  completed  all  the 
necessary  application  forms 
according  to  specified  deadlines. 
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FINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE 
FROM  PARENTS 


The  desire  of  students  or  their 
parents  to  claim  financial  inde- 
pendence for  the  student  does  not 
necessarily  release  the  parents  from 
the  responsibility  of  providing 
financial  assistance  for  educational 
costs. 

The  policy  defined  below  is 
consistent  with  financial  aid 
practices  and  applies  to  all  federal 
and  state  aid  programs.  Any 
student  who  claims  financial  inde- 
pendence must  be  able  to 
demonstrate  that  he  or  she  has 
been  self-supporting  according  to 
the  following  criteria: 

•  has  not  lived  with  parents  for 
more  than  six  weeks  during  the 
year  aid  is  received,  nor  the 
preceding  year. 

•  was  not  and  will  not  be  listed 
as  an  exemption  on  parents' 
federal  income  tax  return  one 
year  prior  to  the  year  for  which 
aid  is  requested,  nor  during  the 
year  aid  is  being  applied  for. 

•  did  not  or  will  not  receive  more 
than  $1000  from  parents  during 
the  year  aid  is  received,  nor 
during  the  preceding  year. 


COST  OF  EDUCATION 

IN  MONTANA 


Financial  planning  begins  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  a  student 
will  have.  Most  schools  have 
developed  local  educational  expense 
budgets  that  provide  for  tuition, 
fees,  books,  supplies,  room  and 
board,  transportation  and  incidental 
or  personal  expenses.  These  budgets 
are  calculated  to  allow  students  to 
participate  fully  in  the  life  of  the 
institution,  and  are  adjusted 
according  to  whether  the  student  is 
single  or  married,  an  in-state  or 
out-of-state  resident.  Budgets  are 
reviewed  annually  to  reflect 
changes  in  educational  and  living 
costs,  which  vary  from  one  college, 
university  or  vocational  school  to 
another.  Students  should  contact 
the  school  they  plan  to  attend 
for  a  copy  of  the  student 
expense  budgets  used  by  the 
Financial  Aid  Office. 


TYPICAL  RANGE 
OF  COSTS 


Montana  Resident 
Single  Student 


F 

our-vear 

Public 

Foil  r-\  ear 

rwo-year 

(Figures  given  are  for  a 

C 

ollege  or 

Private 

Communit) 

\  ocational 

nine-month  period) 

I 

niversit) 

Institution 

College 

School 

Tuition  and  Fees  (12-18  credits) 

675 

2500 

.550 

300 

Room  and  Board 

2000 

1850 

2000 

2000 

Books  and  Supplies 

250 

250 

250 

250 

Personal,  Misc.,  Travel  &  Medical 

loot) 

1000 

1000 

1000 

TOTAL  EXPENSFS 


.5025 


5  100 


3600 


3550 


Out-Of-State  Resident 
Single  Student 


F 

our-ye 
Public 

;ir 

Four-}  ear 

two-)  ear 

(Figures  given  are  for  a 

C 

ollege 

or 

Private 

Communit) 

l  ocational 

nine-month  period) 

I 

mversi 

I) 

Institution 

College 

School 

Tuition  and  Fees  (1218  credits) 

2000 

1900 

600 

1125 

Hoom  and  Board 

2000 

1850 

2000 

2000 

Books  and  Supplies 

250 

250 

250 

250 

Personal,  Misc..  Travel  &  Medical 

1000 

[000 

1000 

1000 

TOTAL  EXPENSES 

5250 

5000 

3650 

1375 

WHY  FINANCIAL  AID 


AWARD  AMOUNTS 


DIFFER  FROM 


SCHOOL  TO 


SCHOOL 


Costs  differ  greatly  from  one  type 
of  institution  to  another,  and 
financial  aid  awards  reflect  these 
differing  costs  accordingly.  Other 
factors  that  influence  the  award 
amount  include: 

•  the  amount  of  money  a  school 
has  at  its  disposal  to  award. 
Students  who  apply  late  in  the 
year  may  be  qualified  for  aid; 
however,  all  financial  aid  funds 
may  be  already  committed  to 
students  who  applied  early. 

•  school  policies  governing  awards 
may  differ. 

Additionally,  aid  amounts  for 
students  from  the  same  family  can 
vary  at  the  same  school  due  to: 

•  the  student's  own  resources: 
cash,  savings  or  employment. 

•  the  student's  class  standing;  for 
example,  upperclass  students 
may  be  expected  to  contribute  a 
greater  amount  toward  their 
education  through  summer 
employment  savings. 

Students  should  not  be  discour- 
aged because  one  school  has  higher 
expenses  than  another.  Higher  cost 
institutions  generally  have  more 
financial  aid  available  to  offer 
applicants  than  lower  cost  insti- 
tutions. 


PARENTS'  CONTRIBUTION 


The  chart  at  right  shows  an 
estimate  of  how  much  parents  will 
be  expected  to  contribute  to  a 
student's  education.  The  figures 
in  the  chart  are  based  on  an 
example  in  which: 

1.  There  are  two  parents  in  the 
household,  one  of  whom  has  an 
income. 

2.  There  is  only  one  dependent 
enrolled  as  an  undergraduate  in 
a  school  or  college. 

3.  The  family  has  no  business  or 
farm  assets. 

4.  The  age  of  the  working  parent 
is  45  years. 


5.  The  parents  used  the  1980 
income  tax  schedule  and  filed  a 
joint  return  with  the  standard 
deductions. 

6.  The  student  did  not  receive 
Social  Security  Benefits. 
(These  benefits  are  described 
on  page  16.) 

7.  The  family  does  not  have 
unusual  medical,  dental, 
casualty,  theft  or  other 
expenses. 

The  size  of  the  expected  family 
contribution  would  be  less  if  there 
is  only  one  parent  or  if  both 
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parents  must  work  to  support  the 
family. 

Family  income  would  include 
the  parents'  salary  or  wages, 
welfare,  unemployment  insurance 
or  Social  Security  Benefits. 

The  assets  that  help  determine 
how  much  a  student's  parents  are 
expected  to  contribute  include  the 
amount  of  equity  that  they  have  in 
their  home  (the  value  of  the  home 
minus  the  amount  still  owed  on  the 
mortgage),  the  equity  in  other  real 
estate  that  they  own,  and  any 
investments  and  savings. 


EXAMPLES  OF 
EXPECTED  PARENTS'  CONTRIBUTIONS 


This  chart  shows  estimates  of  how  much  parents  will  he  expected  to 
contribute  to  their  children's  education,  based  on  criteria  stated  under 
Parents  Contribution  on  the  preceding  page. 

"Income"  comes  in  the  form  of  a  paycheck,  a  benefit  check,  interest,  or 
dividends,  pension,  or  other  regular  payments.  An  "asset'"  is  propert) 
owned,  often  in  the  form  of  real  estate,  stocks,  or  bonds.  The  ownership  or 
net  value  of  an  asset  is  its  current  value  on  the  market  minus  the  amount 
still  owed. 

If  net  assets  are  $10,000 


Income 

Size  of  Fami 

ily 

3 

1 

5 

6 

12,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16,000 

550 

no 

0 

0 

20,000 

1160 

730 

310 

0 

24,000 

1790 

1320 

910 

450 

28,000 

2610 

2000 

1 320 

1050 

32,000 

3650 

2860 

2550 

1680 

If  net  assets 

are  $20,000 

Income 

Size  of  Family 

3 

1 

5 

6 

12,000 

o 

0 

0 

0 

16,000 

650 

220 

0 

0 

20,000 

1230 

820 

120 

0 

24,000 

1850 

1380 

990 

550 

28,000 

2640 

2060 

1590 

1130 

32,000 

3650 

2890 

2300 

1740 

If  net  assets 

are  $30,000 

Income 

Size  of  Fam 

ily 

3 

4 

5 

6 

12,000 

150 

0 

0 

0 

16,000 

770 

360 

0 

0 

20,000 

1330 

950 

550 

120 

24,000 

1960 

1  190 

1100 

070 

28,000 

2730 

2150 

1680 

1230 

32,000 

3730 

2990 

2100 

18  10 

If  net  assets 

are  $40,000 

Income 

Family  S 

ize 

3 

1 

5 

6 

12,000 

410 

0 

0 

0 

16,000 

1030 

MO 

2  10 

0 

20,000 

1020 

1200 

810 

380 

24,000 

2320 

1700 

1300 

010 

28,000 

3200 

2540 

2020 

1510 

32,000 

4290 

3  170 

2810 

2100 

EXTRAORDINARY 


EXPENSES 


From  time  to  time,  students 
incur  extraordinary  expenses  that 
are  not  a  part  of  the  established 
financial  aid  budget;  for  example, 
unreimbursed  medical  and  dental 
bills,  child  care  costs,  expenses 
related  to  handicaps,  etc.  These 
expenses  can  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  the  award  process  if 
funds  are  available.  Students  who 
feel  they  have  unusual  or  extra- 
ordinary expenses  should  submit  a 
written  account  and  explanation  of 
these  expenses  to  the  Office  of 
Financial  Aid  when  they  apply. 


DETERMINATION  OF  FINANCIAL  NEED 


It  is  a  basic  premise  of  financial 
aid  programs  that  the  primary 
responsibility  for  meeting  educa- 
tional costs  lies  with  the  family. 
The  financial  aid  programs  should 
be  expected  to  assist  only  when  the 
family  is  unable  to  meet  the  full 
cost  of  education. 

A  student's  financial  need  will  be 
determined  by  an  analysis  of  his/her 
parents'  income  and  assets,  his/her 
own  personal  resources  of  savings 


and  summer  earnings,  and  other 
sources  such  as  Veteran's  Benefits, 
Social  Security  Educational 
Benefits,  Private  Scholarships,  etc. 
It  is  expected  that  students  will 
work  during  the  summer 
months  and  be  able  to  save 
between  $700-900  to  apply 
toward  their  educational 
expenses.  If  the  student  is  unable 
to  save  the  expected  amount  he/she 
should  notify  the  Office  of  Financial 
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Aid  in  writing  regarding  the 
circumstances. 

The  number  and  amount  of 
financial  aid  awards  is  subject  to 
the  availability  of  institutional, 
federal,  and  state  aid  funds.  The 
type  of  aid  and  the  amount  received 
will  be  determined  by  the  status  of 
the  student,  the  aid  desired  and  the 
financial  need  established. 


ESTIMATE 
YOUR 
FINANCIAL 
NEED 


■ 


Total  Cost  of  Going  To  School  . 

minus     —     parents' 

contribution    

minus     —     contribution  from 

your  savings 

minus     —     contribution  from 

your  summer  earnings 
minus     —     aid  from 

other  sources    


SUBTOTAL 


equa 


Is     —     Financial  Need 

The  amount  of  financial  aid  for 
which  you  may  be  eligible 


APPLYING  FOR  FINANCIAL  AID 


A  student  who  plans  to  attend  a 
Montana  college  or  university  is 
required  to  fill  out: 

•  the  Financial  Aid  Form  (FAF) 
and  the  FAF  Supplement  of  the 
College  Scholarship  Service 
(CSS),  which  can  be  used  to 
apply  for  either  or  both  the 
Basic  Educational  Opportunity 
Grant  (BEOG)  and/or  institu- 
tional-based aid.  (All  first  degree, 
undergraduate  students  must 
apply  for  the  BEOG  to  be  eligible 
for  other  institutional-based  aid.) 

A  student  who  plans  to  attend  a 
Montana  vocational-technical 
school  is  required  to  fill  out: 

•  the  Family  Financial  Statement 
(FFS)  of  American  College 
Testing  (ACT). 

•  NOTE:  It  is  important  to 
complete  the  correct  form. 

The  FAF  and  FFS  collect  infor- 
mation about  the  student  and  his/ 
her  family  which  is  necessary  to 
determine  a  student's  eligibility  for 
aid.  Use  of  the  forms  insures 
equitable  treatment  for  all  students 
since  CSS  and  ACT  analyze  the 
determined  need  according  to  a 
uniformly  applied  formula.  The 
information  reported  is  sent  only  to 
the  institution(s)  the  student 
indicates,  is  held  in  strict  confi- 


dence and  cannot  be  divulged 
without  written  permission.  It  is 
important  that  accurate  and 
complete  information  be  provided. 

CSS  or  ACT  do  not  award  finan- 
cial aid.  Rather  they  evaluate  a 
student's  ability  to  contribute 
toward  educational  costs  where  the 
estimated  financial  need  is  deter- 
mined. The  results  are  sent  to  the 
institution  the  student  plans  to 
attend.  The  institution  then  reviews 
this  estimate,  decides  whether  or 
not  the  student  is  eligible  for 
financial  aid  and  notifies  the  stu- 
dent directly. 

As  stated  previously,  the  FAF 
and  FFS  will  also  generate  applica- 
tion for  a  Pell  Grant  (Basic  Grant), 
provided  the  student  indicates  in 
the  appropriate  section  that  he/she 
wants  to  be  considered  for  this 
program. 

The  Pell  Grant  program  sends  out 
a  Student  Eligibility  Report  (SER) 
directly  to  all  undergraduate 
students  who  apply.  Students  must 
then  submit  all  three  copies  of  the 
SER  to  the  institution's  Financial 
Aid  Office  in  order  to  complete  the 
aid  process. 

A  student  may  also  be  requested 
to  submit  additional  documents  or 
information  (such  as  financial  aid 


transcripts,  tax  information,  proof 
of  residency,  etc.)  to  the  Financial 
Aid  Office.  Such  requests  should  be 
given  immediate  attention  by  the 
student.  Failure  to  do  so  may 
jeopardize  the  student's  receiving 
financial  aid. 

Due  to  the  large  number  of 
applications  submitted  each  year, 
there  is  an  established  priority 
filing  date  which  is  April  1 

preceding  the  summer  and  academic 
year  for  which  aid  is  needed. 
Students  who  meet  the  priority  date 
will  be  given  first  consideration  in 
the  awarding  of  financial  aid.  Late 
applications  will  be  accepted  and 
processed  subject  to  the  availability 
of  funds. 

It  is  the  policy  of  all  Montana 
colleges,  universities  and  voca- 
tional-technical schools  that  all 
students  must  re-apply  for 
financial  aid  each  academic 
vcar.  This  is  necessary  because  a 
family's  financial  situation  may 
change  from  year  to  year  and  the 
institution  needs  the  most  current 
financial  information  before  making 
awards.  Inflation  and  other 
economic  factors  also  change  and 
the  needs  analysis  system  is 
updated  accordingly  each  year. 
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APPLICATION  PROCESS 


Students  need  not  wait  for 
notification  of  admission  to  the 
institution  they  plan  to  attend 
before  they  apply  for  financial  aid. 
However,  an  offer  of  financial  aid 
does  not  imply  or  insure  admission 
to  the  institution. 


STEP  I 

Obtain  a  Financial  Aid  Form 
(FAF)  or  Family  Financial 
Statement  (FFS)  from  a  high  school 
counselor  or  the  Financial  Aid 
Office  at  any  Montana  university, 
college  or  vocational  school.  Check 
carefully  to  determine  which 
financial  aid  application  is  required 
by  the  institution  you  plan  to 
attend  (see  Step  III). 


STEP  II 

Fill  out  the  forms  accurately  and 
completely.  Always  use  your  full 
legal  name  and  social  security 
number.  (If  you  are  an  under- 
graduate, first  degree  student,  you 
must  apply  for  the  Pell  Grant 
(Basic  Grant)  in  order  to  be  eligible 
for  other  institutional-based  aid.) 


STEP  III 

If  you  are  applying  to  a  Montana 
university  or  college,  complete  and 
submit  the  FAF  and  the  FAF 
supplement  to: 

College  Scholarship  Service 

Box  380 

Berkeley,  CA  94701 

If  you  are  applying  to  a  Montana 
vocational-technical  school,  submit 
the  FFS  to: 

ACT 

Box  1000 

2201  North  Dodge  St. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa  52243 

Upon  receipt  of  your  application, 
CSS  or  ACT  will  send  you  (or  your 
parents  if  you  are  a  dependent 
student)  an  acknowledgement, 
confirming  which  institutions  are  to 
receive  your  financial  information. 
The  acknowledgement  also  gives 
you  an  opportunity  to  request  that 
such  information  be  sent  to  addi- 
tional colleges,  universities  or 
vocational  schools  or  to  the  BEOG 
processing  center,  if  you  failed  to 
indicate  them  on  your  original 
application.  If  CSS  or  ACT  requests 
additional  information  from  you, 
reply  promptly. 


STEP  IV 

If  you  applied  for  a  Pell  Grant 
(Basic  Grant),  you  will  be  sent  a 
Student  Eligibility  Report  (SER) 
from  the  Pell  Grant  processing 
center.  Submit  the  SER  (even  if  it 
states  you  are  ineligible)  directly  to 
the  Financial  Aid  Office  at  the 
college,  university  or  vocational 
school  you  plan  to  attend. 

STEP  V 

Remember  that  the  priority  filing 
date  for  all  application-  i-    \pnl  1. 
All  students  whose  application-  are 
received  by  the  priority  filing  date 
will  be  notified  regarding  their 
applications  prior  to  the  beginning 
of  the  academic  year.  Late  appli- 
cations will  be  processed  subject  to 
the  availability  of  funds. 

STEP  VI 

If  you  have  specific  questions 
concerning  the  status  ol  \our 
application,  contact  the  Financial 
Aid  Office  of  the  college,  universit) 
or  vocational  school  you  plan  to 
attend.  I  se  your  complete  legal 
name  and  your  social  securit) 
number  on  all  correspondence. 


YOUR 


STUDENT 


RIGHTS 


Students  should  be  aware  of  and 
take  advantage  of  their  rights. 

The  1976  Educational  Amend- 
ment provides  that  all  prospective 
and  enrolled  students  have  the  right 
to: 

•  Know  the  descriptions  of  all 
student  aid  programs  which  are 
available,  including  the  proce- 
dures and  forms  for  applying  for 
such  aid. 

•  Know  the  criteria  used  by  the 
institution  in  selecting  student 
aid  recipients. 

•  Know  the  criteria  used  to 
determine  the  amount  of  the 
student's  award. 

•  Know  the  method  by  which  such 


assistance  is  disbursed  among 
students. 

•  Know  what  a  student  must  do  to 
continue  eligibility  for  aid 
programs  and  the  academic 
standards  which  must  be  met. 

•  Know  the  cost  of  attending  the 
institution,  including  direct 
and  indirect  educational 
expenses. 

•  Know  the  refund  policy  of  the 
institution  for  the  return  of 
unused  tuition  and  fees  or  other 
refundable  portions  of  costs 
which  were  paid  directly  to  the 
institution. 

•  Know  the  academic  programs 
and  instructional  facilities  which 


are  available  at  the  institution. 

•  Know  the  retention  data  for 
enrolled  students  at  the 
institution. 

•  Know  the  terms  and  expected 
repayment  schedules  for  any 
loan  which  is  received  by  a 
student. 

•  Know  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  have  been  designated  by 
the  institution  to  provide 
financial  aid  information  to 
students  and  the  procedures  to 
be  followed  in  contacting  these 
individuals. 


YOUR  STUDENT 


RESPONSIBILITIES 


Students  receiving  financial  aid 
from  any  Montana  college,  univer- 
sity or  vocational  school  are 
responsible  for  notifying  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  in  writing 
about: 

•  any  change  in  the  number  of 
credit  hours  enrolled  for 

•  any  change  in  name,  address 
or  telephone  number 

•  any  change  in  marital  status 
or  number  of  dependents  in 
family 

•  any  change  in  financial  status 

•  withdrawal  from  college 

It  is  also  the  student's  respon- 
sibility to: 

•  Review  and  consider  all 
information  about  the  school's 
programs  before  enrollment. 

•  Complete  all  application  forms 


accurately  and  submit  them  on 
time  to  the  right  place. 

•  Return  all  additional  documen- 
tation, verification,  corrections 
and/or  new  information 
requested  promptly. 

•  Read  and  understand  all  forms 
and  keep  copies  of  them. 

•  Accept  responsibility  for  all 
agreements  signed. 

•  Perform  the  work  that  is  agreed 
upon  in  accepting  a  College 
Work-Study  award. 

•  Know  and  comply  with  the 
institution's  refund  and 
repayment  procedures. 

Students  should  also  be  aware  that: 

•  They  are  responsible  for  seeing 
that  all  funds  received  are  used 
for  educational  purposes  only. 
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•  Students  who  withdraw  from 
school  during  a  quarter  may  be 
responsible  for  repayment  of  all 
or  a  portion  of  any  financial 
aid  received  for  that  quarter. 

•  Students  who  withdraw  for  other 
than  compelling  reasons  may 
lose  their  eligiblity  for  further 
financial  assistance. 

•  Students  must  make  satisfactory 
progress  in  their  program  of 
study  as  defined  by  their 
institution. 


Students  who  have  questions 
regarding  their  rights  and  respon- 
sibilities, the  specific  criteria 
concerning  academic  progress  and 
good  standing,  or  other  policies 
should  contact  the  institution  they 
plan  to  attend. 


NOTIFICATION 


OF 
FINANCIAL 

AID 
AWARDS 


All  students  who  apply  for 
financial  aid  will  be  notified 
whether  they  receive  an  award  or 
not.  Many  factors  make  it  difficult 
to  name  a  specific  date  on  which 
award  notices  will  he  sent  to 
applicants.  However,  such  notifi- 
cations are  usually  made  in  late 
spring  or  earlv  summer. 

Once  a  student's  financial  need 
has  been  determined,  a  financial  aid 
"package"  is  offered  to  meet  that 
need.  An  aid  package  may  consist 
of  a  combination  of  loan,  work, 
grant,  and/or  scholarship  assistance 
depending  on  the  applicant's  need. 

Students  will  be  advised  by  letter 
as  to  the  type  and  amount  of  aid 
offered  if  they  qualify  for  financial 
assistance.  The  student  and  his/her 
family  may  decide  whether  they 
wish  to  accept  or  reject  all  or  only 
portions  of  the  award.  Once  a 
decision  has  been  made,  the  student 
must  notify  the  Financial  Aid 
Office  by  signing  and  returning  a 
copy  of  the  award  letter. 


Awards  ma\  be  adjusted  at  an) 
time  upon  notice  of  receipt  of  rion- 
university  or  outside  agen<  j  funds 
or  any  other  resources  nol 
previously  accounted  for.  It  i-  the 
student's  responsibilit)  to  notif) 
the  Financial  Aid  Office  ol  these 
changes.  If  a  student  fails  to  report 
additional  financial  resources  and 
is  "over-awarded"  aid,  he/she  ma) 
be  billed  for  extra  funds  disbursed. 

Any  offer  of  financial  assistant  e 
is  contingent  upon  receipt  of  funds 
from  all  funding  sources. 
Unfortunately,  institutions  may  be 
forced  to  decrease  award-  over  the 
course  of  the  academic  year  for  a 
variety  of  reasons  depending  on  the 
availability  of  funds.  Although 
unlikelv,  the  Financial  Aid  Offii  e 
reserves  the  right  to  revise  an) 
offer  of  financial  aid  at  any  time 
during  the  academic  year  based  on 
the  availability  of  funds  and/or 
changes  in  regulations  and/or 
procedures  mandated  by  the 
institution,  state  or  federal 
authorities. 


DISBURSEMENT  OF  AWARDS 


Financial  aid  will  be  disbursed  to 
the  student  in  equal  installments  by 
check,  voucher  or  similar  form, 
for  each  quarter  or  semester  in 
attendance.  Students  will  be 
notified  by  their  institution  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  their  award 
will  be  disbursed  to  them.  Should  a 
student  receive  aid  through  the 
College  Work  Study  program. 


he/she  should  inquire  at  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  for  specific 
guidelines  pertaining  to  employ- 
ment procedures  and  payment  rates 
and  schedules. 

All  funds  awarded  by  the 
educational  institution  are  to  be 
used  solely  for  educational 
expenses,  such  as  tuition  and  fees, 
room  and  board,  books  and 
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supplies,  required  clothing  and 
essential  incidental  items.  Failure  to 
utilize  funds  for  these  purposes  is  a 
violation  of  the  I  nited  State- 
Criminal  Code  and  will  subject  the 
recipient  of  such  funds  to  a  fine  ol 
not  more  than  Ten    HlOUSand 
Dollars  ($10,000)  or  imprisonment 
of  not  more  than  five  years  or 
both. 


DENIAL  OF  AID  AND 
AWARD 

ADJUSTMENTS 


Some  students  are  denied 
financial  aid  due  to  being  found 
ineligible  based  on  need.  The  denial 
of  aid  is  made  after  a  careful 
evaluation  of  the  family's  financial 
circumstances  has  determined  that 
the  student  and/or  family  have 
sufficient  resources  to  meet  the 
student's  educational  expenses. 
Such  an  evaluation  is  made  in 
accordance  with  institutional  and 
federal  regulations. 

If  a  student  is  denied  aid  by  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  but  has 
questions  regarding  this  decision, 
the  student  should  write  or  call  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  for  clarifica- 


tion. However,  the  student  should 
realize  that  the  denial  was  based  on 
financial  and  other  data  that  was 
submitted  by  the  student  and  the 
parents.  If  there  is  a  significant 
change  in  a  family's  financial 
circumstances,  the  student  should 
notify  the  Financial  Aid  Office  in 
writing,  explaining  fully  the 
changes  that  have  occurred  and 
requesting  reconsideration  of  the 
application. 

In  those  situations  where  the 
institution  is  unable  to  provide 
financial  assistance,  a  student  and 
his/her  parents  should  investigate 
sources  of  aid  not  administered  by 


the  institution.  For  example,  the 
Guaranteed  Student  Loan  Program 
is  one  of  the  largest  aid  programs  in 
terms  of  dollars  made  available  to 
students.  Information  concerning 
this  program  may  be  obtained  from 
a  local  bank,  savings  and  loan 
association  or  credit  union. 

A  student  should  understand  that 
a  decision  to  deny  financial  aid 
relates  only  to  the  academic  year 
for  which  the  student  applied. 
Since  criteria  for  eligibility  change 
from  year  to  year,  a  student  should 
seek  financial  aid  in  subsequent 
academic  years  by  submitting  a  new 
application. 


FINANCIAL  AID 
SUSPENSION,  PROBATION 
AND  APPEAL  PROCEDURES 


Eligibility  for  financial  assistance 
at  any  Montana  university,  college 
or  vocational  school  is  contingent 
on  the  student's  maintaining 
satisfactory  academic  progress. 

If  during  any  quarter  a  student 
fails  to  maintain  satisfactory 
academic  progress,  he/she  will  be 
subject  to  financial  aid  probation 
and/or  suspension.  If  suspended,  a 
student  will  not  be  eligible  to 
receive  financial  assistance  until 
he/she  meets  the  definition  of 
satisfactory  academic  progress. 
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Criteria  for  determining  satisfactory 
academic  progress  differ  from 
school  to  school.  Students  should 
contact  their  institution  for  details. 
If  a  student  is  placed  on  financial 
aid  suspension  for  failure  to 
maintain  satisfactory  academic 
progress,  he/she  may  appeal  that 
decision  if  extenuating  or  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  are 
involved.  An  appeal  may  be 
initiated  by  contacting  the  Financial 
Aid  Office  for  the  necessary  forms 
and  procedures. 


TRANSFER  OF 
FINANCIAL  AID 
TO 

ANOTHER 
INSTITUTION 


Financial  ;u<l  awards  older  than  IVII 
Grant-  are  nol  transferable  from  one 
institution  to  another.   \  duplicate 
eligibility  report  must  be  obtained  from 
the  IVII  Grant  processor  b)  writing  to: 

Pell  Grant 

P.O.  Box  92889 

Los  Angeles,  CA  90009 

I  ransfer  students  -hould  contai  i  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  at  their  new 
institution  regarding  continued  finan- 
cial assistance  from  other  programs. 
Transfer  students  ma)  have  copies  ol 
their  FAF  or  FFS  sent  to  their  new 
institution  by  submitting  a  written 
request  to  the  Financial  Aid  Office.  Be 
sure  to  include  name,  address,  social 
security  number  and  date  ol  birth  in 
all  correspondence. 

All  transfer  students  must 
arrange  to  ha\e  a  Financial  Aid 
Transfer  Record  sent  from  their 
previous  school(s)  to  the  Financial 
Aid  Office  of  the  institution  they 
plan  to  attend. 


TYPES  OF  FINANCIAL  AID  AVAILABLE 


GRANTS 


Grants  are  gifts  of  money.  Students 
never  have  to  pay  back  grants;  they  are 
given  on  the  basis  of  financial  need. 


Pell  Grant  (Basic  Grant) 

Basic  Grants  for  the  1981-82 
academic  vear  (July  I,  1981-June  30, 
1982)  will  range  from  $200  to  $1900 
depending  on  a  students  eligibility  as 
determined  by  a  standard  formula.  In 
general,  a  student  may  receive  Basic 
Grants  until  the  first  undergraduate 
baccalaureate  degree  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

Basic  Grants  is  an  ENTITLEMENT 
program.  This  "entitlement"  feature 
represents  a  major  difference  between 
the  Basic  Grant  program  and  the  other 
financial  aid  programs.  It  means  that 
all  students  who  are  eligible  will 
receive  Basic  Grant  awards. 

While  most  students  will  probablv  be 
paid  their  Basic  Grant  through  the 


school,  their  eligibility  and  the  actual 
amount  of  their  aid  are  determined  by 
the  Department  of  Education.  The 
financial  aid  administrator  at  the 
school  cannot  make  any  adjustments  in 
the  award  beyond  those  required  b\ 
the  government. 

Financial  need  for  this  program  is 
determined  by  a  formula  developed  by 
the  Department  of  Education  and  is 
applied  consistently'  to  all  applicants. 
The  formula  uses  the  information 
provided  on  the  application  to  produce 
an  eligibility  index  number.  This  index 
number  is  not  a  dollar  figure  but  is 
used,  along  with  the  total  cost  of 
attending  the  institution,  to  determine 
the  actual  amount  of  the  grant. 

Eligibility  for  a  Basic  Grant  does  not 
directly  affect  eligibility  for  any  other 
aid.  However,  the  school  or  state  ma) 
require  students  to  apply  for  a  Basic 
Grant  before  they  can  be  considered 
for  other  aid,  since  the  amount  a 
student  is  eligible  to  receive  from  the 
Basic  Grant  must  he  considered  in 
packaging  the  student's  other  financial 
aid  awards. 

I n  summary,  a  student  is  eligible  for 
a  Basic  Grant  if   it   i>  determined  that 
he  or  she  (a)  has  financial  need  based 


on  his  or  her  eligibility   index  compared 
to  the  cost  of  attendance;  ami  (h)  is 
pursuing  his  or  her  fir-t  undergraduate 
baccalaureate  degree. 


Supplemental  Educational 
Opportunity  Grants  (SKOG) 

fhe  SEOG  program  i-  tor  under- 
graduate students  who  have  not 
completed  their  first  undergraduate 
baccalaureate  course  of  stud)  and  who 
are  financiall)  m  need  of  tin-  grant  to 
enable  them  to  pursue  a  course  "l 
stud)  .it  the  school  in  which  the)  are 
enrolled.  In  addition,  all  SK.OG 
recipient-  must  meet  the  general  -in- 
dent eligibility  requirements  described 
on  page  2. 

\-  of  October  1 .  1980,  institutions 
li.n  e  the  option  of  using  up  to  Id 
percent  of   their  annual  federal  alio,  a 

tion  for  undergraduate  -indent-  who 
are  enrolled  lor  less  than  halftime. 

\  SEOG  award  cannot  be  less  than 
$200  or  more  than  $2000  per  \ear  as 
determined  b)  the  institution. 

I  nlike  previous  years,  a-  ol  October 
1.   1980,  SEOG  award-  no  longer  have 
to  he  matched  h\  equal  amounts  ol 
other  aid. 
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Grants  Cont'd. 


College  Work-Study  (CWS) 

The  College  Work-Study  program 
provides  jobs  for  students  who  are  in 
•-need  of  earnings  to  meet  a  portion  of 
their  educational  expenses.  Graduate 
and  undergraduate  students  may  be 
selected  for  employment  under  this 
program  if  they  demonstrate  financial 
need  and  meet  the  general  student 
eligibility  requirements  specified  on 
page  2. 

An  institution  that  participates  in 
the  CWS  program  will  arrange  for  jobs 
on  campus  or  off  campus  with  a  federal 
(except  the  Department  of  Kducation), 
state  or  local  public  agency  or  private 
nonprofit  organization  such  as  a 
hospital  or  public  library.  In  arranging 
a  job  and  determining  how  many  hours 
a  week  a  student  may  work,  the 
financial  aid  administrator  will  take 
into  account:  (a)  the  students  need 
for  financial  assistance;  (b)  his/her 
class  schedule;  and  (e)  the  educational 


program  or  vocational  goals  of  the 
student. 

All  students  employed  under  this 
program  are  to  be  paid  an  amount  that 
is  equal  to  the  federal  minimum  wage 
standards.  Institutions  may  at  their 
option  also  use  up  to  10  percent  of 
their  annual  allocation  to  assist 
students  who  are  less  than  halftime. 

Stale  Student 

Incentive  Grants  (SSIG) 

The  State  Student  Incentive  Grant 
program  was  created  to  encourage  the 
establishment  and  expansion  of  state 
scholarship  assistance  to  postsecondary 
students  with  substantial  financial 
need.  The  SSIG  operations  vary  from 
state  to  state  according  to  the  size  and 
maturity  of  scholarship  programs 
managed  by  the  individual  states. 
Because  of  the  wide  variations  in  state 
programs,  student  inquiries  about  SSIG 
and  other  state  scholarships  should  be 


directed  to  the  state  scholarship 
agency  or  to  the  Financial  Aid  Office 
at  the  school  the  student  plans  to 
attend. 

Students  apply  to  the  state  agency 
either  directly  or  through  the  institu- 
tion. Every  award  requires  the  official 
state  agency's  formal  approval,  based 
on  an  examination  of  need. 

I  ndergraduate,  as  well  as  graduate, 
students  are  eligible  for  SSIGs  and  the 
maximum  award  has  been  increased  to 
$2000.  Students  enrolled  less  than 
halftime  are  eligible  for  funds  with  the 
approval  of  the  state  agency. 

While  the  same  general  eligibility 
criteria  apply  for  SSIG  that  apply  to 
other  federal  student  aid  programs,  the 
states  have  the  flexibility  of  deter- 
mining eligibility  standards  and 
establishing  lower  maximum  awards  in 
terms  of  their  own  fiscal  and  consti- 
tutional restraints. 


LOANS 


Loans  are  money  that  is  lent  at 
interest  for  the  borrower's  temporary 
use.  Loans  must  be  repaid  after  the 
student  graduates  or  leaves  school. 
Repayment  begins  from  9  to  12  months 
after  schooling  ends.  Interest  rates 
vary  from  loan  to  loan. 

National  Direct 
Student  Loan  (NDSL) 

The  National  Direct  Student  Loan 
program  is  for  students  who  are 
enrolled  at  least  halftime  in  a  partici- 
pating postsecondary  institution  and 
who  need  a  loan  to  meet  their 
educational  expenses. 

An  eligible  student  may  borrow  up 
to  a  total  of  (a)  $3,000  if  the  student 
has  not  completed  two  academic  years 
of  study  leading  to  a  bachelor's  degree; 
(b)  $6,000  as  an  undergraduate 


student  who  has  already  completed  two 
years  of  study  toward  a  bachelor's 
degree  (this  total  includes  any  amount 
borrowed  under  NDSL  for  the  first  two 
years  of  study);  and  (c)  $12,000  for 
graduate  study  (this  total  includes  any 
amount  borrowed  under  NDSL  for 
undergraduate  study). 

Repayment  begins  six  months  after 
graduation  or  withdrawal  from  school. 
Students  may  be  allowed  up  to  10 
years  to  repay  based  on  the  amount 
they  have  borrowed.  This  repayment 
period  may  be  extended  an  additional 
10  years  for  low-income  borrowers  with 
repayment  related  to  the  borrower's 
income.  During  the  repayment  period 
four  percent  interest  will  be  charged  on 
the  unpaid  balance  of  the  loan 
principal. 

Loan  payments  can  be  deferred  when 
the  borrower  is:  (a)  a  student;  (b) 
serving  in  the  Armed  Forces,  the  Peace 
Corps  or  VISTA;  (c)  an  officer  in  the 
Commissioned  Corps  of  the  Public 


Health  Service;  (d)  a  volunteer  for 
nonprofit  organizations  doing  work 
similar  to  VISTA  or  Peace  Corps  or  a 
full-time  volunteer  for  an  organization 
which  is  exempt  from  taxation  under 
section  501  (c)  (3)  of  the  Internal 
Revenue  Code  of  1954;  or  (e)  tempor- 
arily totally  disabled  or  unable  to 
secure  employment  by  reason  of  care 
required  by  a  spouse  who  is  so 
disabled. 

The  financial  aid  administrator  at 
the  school  can  provide  information 
about  loan  cancellation  provisions  for 
borrowers  who  enter  fields  of  teaching 
or  who  teach  in  designated  schools. 

Short-Term  Loans  and 
Deferred  Installment  Loans 

Most  Montana  educational  insti- 
tutions offer  some  type  of  short-term 
loan  or  deferred  fee  installment  loan 
programs.  Students  should  contact  the 
institution  they  plan  to  attend  to  find 
out  the  specifics  about  these  programs. 
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Loans  Cont'd. 

Guaranteed  Student  Loan  ((»SL) 

The  Guaranteed  Student  Loan 
program  enables  an  eligible  student  to 
borrow  directly  from  a  bank,  credit 
union,  savings  and  loan  association  or 
other  participating  lender  wbich  is 
willing  to  make  tbe  loan.  The  loan  is 
guaranteed  by  a  state  or  private  non- 
profit agency  or,  in  tbe  case  of  the 
Federal  Insured  Student  Loan,  insured 
by  the  federal  government.  A  special 
application  is  required. 

To  be  eligible  for  a  loan,  a  student 
must  meet  the  eligibility  criteria  on 
page  2. 

The  MAXIMUM  annual  amounts 
that  can  be  borrowed  are:  (a)  $2,500 
for  a  dependent,  undergraduate  student: 
(b)  $3,000  for  an  independent, 
undergraduate  student;  and  (c)  $5,000 
for  graduate  and  professional  students. 
In  some  states  these  amounts  may  be 
less.  The  interest  rate  is  nine  percent 
on  the  unpaid  balance  of  tbe  loan 


principal  for  first-time  borrowers  and 
the  federal  government   will  pay  to  the 
lender  the  total  interest  due  prior  to 
the  beginning  of  the  repaymenl  period 

and  during  authorized  deferment 
periods. 

The  aggregate  loan  maximums  are: 
(a)  $12,500  lor  undergraduate 
students;  (I))  SI 5.000  for  indepen- 
dent undergraduate  students;  and  (<•) 
$25,000  for  undergraduate  plus 
graduate  loans. 

The  loan  must  be  repaid.  Repayment 
begins  six  months  after  the  student 
graduates  or  leaves  school,  and  up  to 
10  years  may  be  allowed  to  repay  the 
loan.  The  amount  of  the  student's 
payments  depends  upon  the  size  of  tin- 
debt  and  the  student's  ability  to  pay; 
but  in  most  cases  payments  of  at  least 
$360  a  year  are  required  unless 
the  lender  agrees  to  a  lesser  amount. 

Payment  on  a  loan  may  be  deferred 
when  the  borrower  is:  (a)  pursuing  a 


full-time  course  ol  study  al  an  eligible 
institution;  (l»)  serving  in  tb<-  Krmed 
Forces,  the  Pea<  e  •  lorps  or  \  l*»  I  \ . 
(r)  activel)  seeking  but  not  finding 
full-time  employment;  (<l)  an  officer 
in  the  Commissioned  Corps  of  the 
Public  Health  Service;  («•)  in  servi 
,i  lull-tune  volunteer  for  an  organi- 
zation which  i-  exempt  from  taxation 
under  section  501  <  i  i  (3)  ol  the 
Internal  Revenue  Code  ol  1954  or  a 
volunteer  lor  nonprofit  organizations 
doing  work  similar  to  \  1^1  \  or  P< 
Corps;  (f)  serving  an  internship,  the 
successful  completion  "I  w  hich  is 
required  to  begin  professional  practice 
or  service;  or  (g)  temporarily  totally 
disabled  or  unable  to  se<  ure  employ- 
ment l>\  reason  ol  the  care  required  by 
a  spouse  who  is  so  disabled  and 
(h)  pursuing  an  approved  course  "I 
study  under  a  rehabilitation  training 
program  for  disabled  individuals. 


Nursing  Student  Loan  (NSL) 

Nursing  Student  Loans  are  available 
to  students,  undergraduates  or  grad- 
uates, enrolled  in  a  nursing  curriculum, 
who  are  citizens  or  permanent 
residents  carrying  at  least  one-half  the 
full-time  academic  workload  and  who 
demonstrate  financial  need.  The 
amount  of  the  loan  may  range  up  to 


$2500  per  academic  year,  depending 
upon  need,  to  a  total  of  $10,000.  These 
loans  are  interest-free  until  nine 
months  after  graduation  or  withdrawal 
from  the  nursing  curriculum.  Repay- 
ment begins  at  that  time.  Repayment 
may  be  made  on  a  monthly  basis 
including  interest  at  three  percent  per 
annum  and  may  be  extended  up  to  a 


10-year  period.  Repaymenl  may  l>< 
deferred  up  to  three  years  during 
periods  of  active  duty  as  a  member  of  a 
uniformed  service,  or  up  to  five  years 
during  periods  spent  as  a  lull-time 
student  pursuing  advanced  professional 
training  in  nursing.  Interest  does  not 
accrue  during  periods  of  deferment. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Employment  opportunities  are 
available  at  most  Montana  colleges, 
'universities  and  vocational- 
technical  schools. 

College  Work -Study  (CWS) 

College  Work-Study  is  a  federal 
program  which  provides  oppor- 
tunity for  employment  for  students, 
graduate  or  undergraduate,  who  are 
in  need  of  such  earnings  in  order  to 
help  meet  the  cost  of  their 
education.  Work-study  also 
provides  practical  working  experi- 
ence to  complement  the  student's 
academic  studies.  To  be  eligible,  a 
student  must  show  demonstrated 
need,  be  accepted  for  enrollment 
or  be  enrolled  on  at  least  a  half- 
time  basis  and  must  be  capable 
of  maintaining  good  standing  while 
employed.  The  program  is  designed 
to  assist  students  with  financial 
need.  If  a  student  is  found  to  be 
eligible,  working  hours  are 
generally  limited  to  20  hours  per 
week  while  classes  are  in  session. 

A  portion  of  the  student's  hourly 
wage  under  the  work-study  program 
is  provided  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment, with  the  employer 
contributing  the  balance.  Whenever 
possible,  the  work  is  in  the  area  of 


the  student's  educational  objectives. 
Hourly  pay  rates  comply  with 
minimum  wage  laws  and  vary  with 
the  type  of  work  and  the  student's 
experience  and  capabilities. 
Employment  may  be  on  or  off 
campus. 

Full-time  College  Work-Study  — 
Summer  Program 

Full-time  work  study  is  a  summer 
program  designed  to  provide 
student  employment  during  the 
summer  months.  It  is  expected  that 
the  earnings  from  this  employment 
will  be  utilized  to  offset  the  next 
academic  year's  educational  costs. 
To  be  eligible,  students  must: 

1)  Be  accepted  for  admission  or 
pre-registered  for  the  next 
academic  year. 

2)  Have  documented  financial 
need  for  the  next  academic 
year. 

Students  will  be  expected  to  save 
80  percent  of  their  gross  earnings  if 
they  live  at  home  with  their  parents 
during  the  summer,  or  60  percent  if 
they  do  not  live  at  home.  These 
earnings  will  be  used  in  meeting  the 
next  academic  year's  educational 
costs  at  the  institution  which  made 
the  award. 


Student  Employment 

The  Financial  Aid  Office  at  most 
institutions  will  assist  regularly 
enrolled  students  in  obtaining  part- 
time  employment  during  the 
academic  year  and  full-time 
employment  during  the  summer 
and  other  vacation  periods.  Spouses 
of  regular  students  are  also  eligible 
for  assistance  in  seeking  part-time 
or  full-time  work.  Students  should 
be  aware  that  earnings  generated 
through  employment  on  or  off 
campus  will  be  counted  as 
additional  resources  available  to 
the  student  when  evaluating 
him/her  for  financial  aid,  and  that 
earnings  generated  subsequent 
to  an  initial  finaneial  aid  award 
offer  may  result  in  reduetion 
or  retraction  of  financial  aid 
already  awarded.  Although 
Financial  Aid  Offices  do  fill  many 
jobs,  both  on  campus  and  in  the 
local  community,  it  is  impossible  to 
predict  for  any  student  what 
success  he  or  she  may  have  in 
securing  a  job.  Those  interested  in 
obtaining  employment  should 
contact  the  Financial  Aid  Office  for 
further  information. 


OTHER  PROGRAMS  AVAILABLE  TO  STUDENTS 


In  addition  to  the  aid  programs 
described  on  the  preceding  pages, 
the  following  are  educational 
funding  sources  available  to  some 
students  who  meet  special  eligibility 
criteria.  Generally,  funds  received 
through  these  agencies  do  not  have 
to  be  repaid. 

Social  Security 

Students  who  are  eligible  for 
Social  Security  Educational 
Benefits  should  contact  their  local 
Social  Security  Office  for  more 
information. 

State  Vocational 

and  Rehabilitation  Service 

Certain  disabled  or  handicapped 


persons  may  qualify  for  educational 
assistance  through  the  Montana 
Department  of  Social  and  Rehabili- 
tation Services  and  should  contact 
that  office  for  more  information. 

Veterans  Benefits 

Students  may  apply  for  educa- 
tional benefits  through  the 
Veterans  Administration  for  their 
GI  and  dependents'  benefits. 
Dependents  of  some  disabled  or 
deceased  veterans  may  also  qualify 
for  some  type  of  educational 
benefits.  For  more  information, 
contact: 

Veterans  Administration  Office 
Ft.  Harrison,  MT  59636 
1-800-332-6125 
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Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(BIA)  Grants 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 
Grants  are  available  to  Indian 
students  enrolled  in  a  full-time 
course  of  study.  To  be  eligible, 
the  student  must  demonstrate 
financial  need  and  be  at  least  25 
percent  American  Indian,  Eskimo 
or  Alieut  blood  as  recognized  by  a 
tribal  group.  The  award  limits  are 
based  on  the  student's  need  and  the 
availability  of  funds.  For  further 
information  contact  a  BIA  area 
office. 


UNIVERSITY  SYSTEM 
FEE  WAIVERS 


The  Board  of  Regents  of  Higher 
Education  for  the  State  of  Montana 
has  authorized  each  unit  of  the 
Montana  University  System  to 

grant  waivers  of  (1)  registration 
and  incidental  fees  and  (2)  out-of- 
state  fees,  to  a  limited  number  of 
regularly  enrolled  undergraduate 
and  graduate  students  who  meet  the 
prescribed  criteria. 

Waiver  of  fees  is  made  not  only 
in  recognition  of  meritorious 


achievement  of  service,  whether 
academic  or  through  exceptional 
accomplishment,  but  also  to 
increase  the  accessibility  of  higher 
education  to  those  who  require 
financial  assistance.  In  addition, 
waivers  of  registration  and 
incidental  fees  may  be  granted  to 
certain  categories  of  students  such 
as  senior  citizens,  veterans,  war 
orphans,  dependents  of  prisoners  of 
war,  National  Merit  finalists  and 


semi-finalists,  graduating  high 

school  senior-,  communit)  college 
graduates,  and  those  of  Indian 
descent. 

Any  student  who  receives  an  out- 
of-state  fee  waiver  must  -till  pa) 
the  out-of-state  building  fee. 

Descriptive  information  per- 
taining to  fee  waivers  ran  be 
obtained  from  the  Financial   \id 
Office  at  anv  unit  of  the  Montana 
University  System. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 

Most  Montana  colleges,  univer- 
sities or  vocational  schools  have 
scholarship  programs  of  some  kind, 
both  academic  and  need-based. 
These  scholarships  have  usually 
been  established  by  a  specific 
institutional  department  or  college, 
in  the  name  of  an  individual  or 
organization,  and  by  business  and 
industry  to  provide  recognition  and 
financial  assistance  to  worthy 
students.  To  find  out  specific 
information  about  scholarship 
programs,  students  should  contact 
the  institution  they  are  planning  to 
attend. 


COOPERATIVE 
EDUCATION 

Cooperative  Education  Programs 
offer  an  opportunity  for  students  to 
earn  extra  income  while  working  in 
a  job  closely  related  to  their  field  of 
study.  Since  Co-op  is  an  academic 
program,  student-  ran  earn  varying 
amounts  of  academic  credit  while 
being  supervised  by  a  faculty 
member  in  their  major  field.  For 
urther  information,  contact  the 
Cooperative  Education  Program 
Director  on  your  campus  or  contacl 
individual  departments  in  the 
chosen  field  of  study. 


DEFINITIONS  OF  TERMS 

ACT:     American  College  Testing  Service.  Processes  applications  for  financial  aid  and  transmits  resulting 
information  to  specified  institutions.  (See  FFS) 

ASSETS:     Those  resources  which  must  be  reported  on  an  application  for  student  aid.  These  include:  cash  on  hand 
including  amounts  in  checking  accounts,  savings  accounts,  and  trusts;  also  the  current  market  value  of  equity  at 
the  time  of  application,  of  stocks,  bonds,  any  other  securities,  real  estate,  home  (if  owned),  and  farm  and 
business  property  and  equipment  which  are  held  by  the  student's  parents  and  the  student. 

AVERAGE  FAMILY:     Family  with  a  working  parent,  non-working  parent,  and  no  other  dependents  in  college  other 
than  applicant. 

AWARD  LETTER:      Letter  notifying  student  of  amount  and  type  of  aid  being  offered  to  him/her. 
BEOG:      See  Pell  Grant  Program. 

BIA:      Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

BUDGET:     The  amount  of  money  necessary  to  attend  school  for  a  designated  period  of  time.  The  budget  generally 
consists  of  the  cost  of  tuition  and  fees,  room  and  board,  books  and  supplies,  health  insurance,  and  a 
transportation  and  personal  allowance. 

CSS:      College  Scholarship  Service.  Processes  applications  for  financial  aid  and  transmits  resulting  information  to 
specified  institutions. 

CWS:      College  Work  Study.  Institutional-based  aid  awarded  in  the  form  of  on-  or  off-campus  employment 
opportunities  to  students  with  financial  need. 

DEPENDENT  STUDENT:  A  student  who:  (1)  has  been  or  will  be  claimed  as  an  exemption  for  federal  income  tax 
purposes  by  any  person  except  his  or  her  spouse  for  the  calendar  year(s)  in  which  aid  is  received  or  the  calendar 
year  prior  to  the  academic  year  for  which  aid  is  requested;  (2)  has  received  or  will  receive  financial  assistance  of 
more  than  $750  from  his/her  parent(s)  in  the  calendar  year(s)  in  which  aid  is  received  or  the  calendar  year 
prior  to  the  academic  year  for  which  aid  is  requested,  or  (3)  has  lived  or  will  live  for  more  than  six  weeks  in  the 
home  of  a  parent  during  the  calendar  year(s)  in  which  aid  is  received  or  the  calendar  year  prior  to  the  academic 
year  for  which  aid  is  requested. 

EDUCATIONAL  EXPENSES:     Tuition,  fees,  room  and  board,  books  and  supplies,  personal  expenses  (laundry, 
clothing,  etc.)  and  required  travel. 

EMPLOYMENT:      Part-time  work  during  the  academic  year  or  full-time  work  during  the  summer  to  assist  in 
meeting  college  expenses.  Employment  may  be  either  on  or  off  campus. 

FAF:      Financial  Aid  Form.  An  instrument  processed  by  the  College  Scholarship  Service  for  evaluating  student's 
and/or  parents'  relative  financial  strength. 

FFS:      Family  Financial  Statement  of  the  American  College  Testing  Service.  Similar  to  the  Financial  Aid  Form 
(FAF),  this  financial  statement  is  preferred  by  some  of  the  Montana  Vo-Tech  centers  as  an  instrument  for 
evaluating  student's  and/or  parents'  relative  financial  strength. 

FAMILY  CONTRIBUTION:     The  amount  a  student  and/or  his/her  family  can  reasonably  be  expected  to 

contribute  from  income,  assets,  and  the  student's  summer  employment.  The  number  of  dependents,  other  family 
members  in  college,  medical  expenses,  taxes,  debts  and  family  retirement  allowance  enter  into  this  calculation. 

FEE  WAIVER:      Waivers  of  either  registration  and  incidental  fees  or  out-of-state  fees. 

FINANCIAL  AID:      Financial  assistance  necessary  to  meet  "need"  usually  from  one  or  a  combination  of  three 
sources:  1)  Scholarships  or  grants  that  are  not  repaid;  2)  Loans,  usually  at  favorable  interest  rates,  with 
extended  repayment  periods  beginning  after  leaving  college,  and  3)  Part-time  employment. 
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FINANCIAL  AID  DIRECTOR:     The  campus  administrator  of  financial  aid.  Students  should  direct  their 

applications  and  questions  to  him  or  her. 

FINANCIAL  AID  PACKAGE:      A  comhination  of  scholarships,  grants,  loans  and  part-time  employment  to  meet 
financial  aid  needs. 

FINANCIAL  AID  TRANSFER  RECORD:      Form  required  by  all  Financial  Aid  Offices  for  use  in  determining  a 

transfer  student's  financial  aid  history  at  previous  colleges  and  universities  attended. 

FULL-TIME  STUDENT:      A  student  who  is  carrying  a  full-time  academic  workload,  generally  defined  as  a 

minimum  of  12  credits  hours  per  semester,  tri-mester,  or  quarter,  or  a  minimum  of  24  clock  hours  per  week. 

GIFT  AID  FUNDS:      Grants,  scholarships  and  fee  waivers  that  do  not  generally  have  to  be  paid  back. 

GRANTS:      Gift  aid  based  on  need,  usually  not  requiring  high  academic  achievement. 

GSL:      Guaranteed  Student  Loan. 

INDEPENDENT  STUDENT:      A  student  who  (1)  has  not  and  will  not  be  claimed  as  an  exemption  for  federal 

income  tax  purposes  by  any  person  except  his  or  her  spouse  for  the  calendar  year(s)  in  which  aid  is  received  and 
the  calendar  year  prior  to  the  academic  year  for  which  aid  is  requested;  (2)  has  not  received  and  will  not  receive 
financial  assistance  of  more  than  $750  from  his  or  her  parent(s)  in  the  calendar  year(s)  in  which  aid  is  received 
and  the  calendar  year  prior  to  the  academic  year  for  which  aid  is  requested,  and  (3)  has  not  lived  or  will  not  live 
for  more  than  six  weeks  in  the  home  of  a  parent  during  the  calendar  vear(s)  in  which  aid  is  received  and  the 
calendar  year  prior  to  the  academic  year  for  which  aid  is  requested. 

LEEP:      Law  Enforcement  Education  Program. 

LOANS:      Financial  assistance  which  must  be  repaid,  but  usually  with  very  favorable  (subsidized)  interest  and 

long-term  repayment  schedules.  Note:  Loans  are  also  available  to  students  who  do  not  have  financial  aid  need,  as 
defined. 

NSL:      Nursing  Student  Loan. 

PARENT:     The  mother  or  father  of  a  student,  or  any  other  person  except  the  student's  spouse,  who  provides  more 
than  one-half  of  the  student's  support  and  claims  or  is  eligible  to  claim  the  student  as  an  exemption  for  federal 
income  tax  purposes. 

PELL  GRANT  PROGRAM:      The  grant  program,  formerly  known  as  the  Basic  Educational  Opportunity  ('.rant 

Program,  authorized  by  title  IV-A-1  of  the  Higher  Education   \ct.  Distinct  funding  source  separate  from  financial 
aid  awarded  bv  the  college,  university  or  vocational  school. 

SCHOLARSHIPS:      Gift  aid  awarded  for  academic  excellence  and  promise  of  future  achievement.  Financial  need 
is  an  additional  criterion  for  some  scholarship  awards. 

SELF  HELP  FUNDS:      Assistance  in  the  form  of  loans  or  work  studv. 

SEOG:      Supplemental  Educational  Opportunity  Grant. 

SER:      Student  Eligibility  Report.  The  official  notification  of  student's  eligibility  for  a  Basic  Educational 
Opportunity  Grant.  This  report  must  be  submitted  to  the  Office  of  Financial  Aid.  regardless  of  eligibility. 

SSIG:      State  Student  Incentive  Grant. 

STUDENT  EMPLOYMENT:      Employment  assistance  available  to  all  regularly  enrolled  students  with  or  without 
need. 
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FINANCIAL  AID  DIRECTORS 


MONTANA  UNIVERSITIES,  COLLEGES  AND  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 


James  Swanson 

Eastern  Montana  College 

Billings,  MT  59101 

657-2188 

FAF  (CSS) 


Keith  Clawson 
Northern  Montana  College 
Havre,  MT  59501 
265-7821,  Ext.  3287 
FAF  (CSS) 


Don  Mullen 
University  of  Montana 
Missoula,  MT  59801 
2  13-5373 
FAF  (CSS) 


James  R.  Craig 

Montana  State  University 

Bozeman,  MT  59715 

994-2845 

FAF  (CSS) 


Frank  J.  Kondelis 
Montana  Tech 
Butte,  MT  59701 
792-8321 
FAF  (CSS) 


Larry  Link 

Western  Montana  College 

Dillon,  MT  59725 

683-7011 

FAF  (CSS) 


Arthur  Hunthausen 
Carroll  College 
Helena,  MT  59601 
442-3450 
FAF  (CSS) 


Don  Killin 

Rockv  Mountain  College 

Billings,  MT  59101 

245-6151 

FAF  (CSS) 


Randy  Coley 
College  of  Creat  Falls 
Great  Falls,  MT  59401 
761-8210 
FAF  (CSS) 


Paul  Fasting 
Dawson  College 
Glendive,  MT  59303 
365-3396 
FAF  (CSS) 


Jack  Holzer 

Billings  Vo-Tech  Center 

Billings,  MT  59101 

652-1720 

FFS  (CSS) 


Dan  Burke 

Missoula  Vo-Tech  Center 

Missoula,  MT  59801 

721-1330 

FFS  (ACT) 


Carl  Hafer 

Butte  Vo-Tech  Center 

Butte,  MT  59701 

792-6488 

FFS  (CSS) 


Charles  Stalnaker 

Helena  Vo-Tech  Center 

Helena,  MT  59601 

442-0060 

FFS  (ACT)  FAF  (CSS) 


Norvil  Carlson 

Great  Falls  Vo-Tech  Center 

Great  Falls,  MT  59401 

791-2108 

FFS  (ACT) 


John  Pambrun 

Blackfeet  Community  College 

Box  55 

Browning,  MT  59417 

338-5411 

FAF  (CSS) 


Dale  Oberlander 

Miles  Community  College 

Miles  City,  MT  59301 

232-3031' 

FAF  (CSS) 


Mary  Fetter 

Flathead  Valley  Community  College 

Kalispell,  MT  59901 

755-5222 

FAF  (CSS) 


William  L.  Wertman 

Dull  Knife  Memorial  College 

Lame  Deer,  MT  59043 

477-6219 

FAF  (CSS) 


Eugene  J.  Greyn 
Big  Sky  Bible  College 
Lewistown,  MT  59457 
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CHECK  LIST 


I I    If  you  are  applying  to  a 

Montana  university  or  college, 
submit  the  Financial  Aid 
Form  and  the  Financial  Aid 
Form  Supplement  to  the 
College  Scholarship  Service 
Box  380,  Berkeley,  CA  94701. 
Remember  that  the  priority 
filing  deadline  is  APRIL  1. 


I — I    If  additional  information  is 

requested  bv  tin-  Financial    \id 
Office  (such  as  financial  aid 
transfer  records,  tax  infor- 
mation, proof  of  residenc)  or 
proof  of  acceptance  for 
admission),  please  send  thi> 
information  as  soon  a* 
possible. 


I I    If  you  are  applying  to  a 

Montana  vocational-technical 
school,  submit  the  Family 
Financial  Statement  to 
American  College  Testing. 
Remember  that  the  priority 
filing  deadline  is  APRIL  1. 


I — I     AH  undergraduate,  first  degree 
students  must  apply  for  a  Pell 
Grant  (Basic  Grant).  You  will 
receive  a  SER  —  Student 
Eligibility  Report  from  the 
Pell  Grant  Processing  Agency. 
All  copies  of  the  SER  must  be 
submitted  directly  to  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  of  the 
institution  you  plan  to  attend. 


LJ    When  you  receive  notification 
of  your  award,  please  check 
for  the  following: 

•  Check  for  accuracy  of  your 
name,  social  security 
number,  address,  etc. 
Correct  errors  or  attach  a 
note  calling  the  problem  to 
attention. 

•  Carefully  review  the  offer 
of  aid  that  has  been  made. 
Indicate  whether  you  accept 
or  reject  each  type  of  aid. 

•  Sign  the  original  copy  of  the 
award  letter  and  return  to 
the  Financial  Aid  Office 

in  accordance  with  the 
deadline  date  specified. 
(If  received  late,  send 
as  soon  as  possible  with 
a  written  explanation  of 
the  delay.) 


I— J    If  you  have  further  questions 
or  wish  to  discuss  your 
financial  aid  application  or 
award,  call  or  write  to  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  of  the 
institution  you  plan  to  attend. 
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